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Amazing Creatures: The Gila Monster
The Gila monster is the only poisonous lizard in North America. However, to be bitten by one of these creatures, you will either have to very unlucky or extremely foolish.....









Once it has its grasp and it has latched onto its target, it is extremely difficult to make it release its grip! Its grip is ‘tenacious’, and that is usually regarded as an understatement! Most of the recorded bites have occurred by captive specimens. Some people have just been plain unlucky. For example, it has been reported that one motorcyclist was bitten by a Gila monster when he used his outstretched hands to soften the fall from his motorcycle. Unfortunately, one of his hands forced its way into the jaws of a Gila monster. Another incident occurred when a student parachutist fell onto one of these creatures after landing ‘safely’ ! 


[image: image1.jpg]




Handling Gila monsters in their natural surroundings is not only dangerous, it is also forbidden by law: they are a protected species in the USA. The bite is dangerous because the salivary glands secretes a neurotoxin, which is powerful poison that destroys nerve tissue. In humans, their bite can result in severe pain and even death.
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To humans, this creature might not present itself as a true ‘monster’, in terms of its size, although it can grow to a length of over 55 cm. To its prey, it represents an absolute nightmare! Its diet consists of a variety of small mammals, such as young rabbits and mice, and small squirrels. Also under constant threat from the attack are the eggs of birds, lizards, and tortoises. It has the capacity to consume up to half of its body weight for one meal! This is extremely useful for surviving in an environment where food can be difficult to find. Its habitats are located in regions of Southwestern Utah, Southern Nevada, San Bernadino County in California, Southern Arizona, and Southwestern Mexico.
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You might not see a Gila monster during the day, since they spend a lot of their time underground. During late spring and the summer months, they move away from their winter dens to spend more time in cooler and moist underground dens of valleys. 


[image: image4.jpg]






Life is becoming increasingly difficult for the Gila monster, as their habitats are being constantly threatened by urban sprawl and new housing developments, and new agricultural projects and developments. Other factors affecting its survival include new roads and canal construction, all of which are limiting the numbers and extent of its natural habitat
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